Introduction
With 2013 declared by the United Nations as the International Year of Water Cooperation,1 the United Nations, Member States and the international community have been urged to to promote actions at all levels, including through international cooperation, as appropriate, aimed at the achievement of the internationally agreed water -related goals contained in Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, the United Nations Millennium Declaration and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, as well as to increase awareness of their importance. We recognize that the cooperative development and management of transboundary water resources at the basin level is essential for broadbased sustainable social and economic growth, overall human development, poverty and hunger eradication, public health, food security, energy security, environmental protection, disaster prevention, sustainable urban and rural development, resilience to climate change and, importantly, peace and stability, and reaffirm our commitment to water as a driver of development and means for promoting trust and cooperation. 3 [emphasis added by the author]
The notable focus on transboundary water cooperation underscores its critical importance as part of the world's development agenda. Despite this, however, close to 2/3 of the globe's international fresh-waters are not covered by treaty regimes, a situation that tests the effectiveness of transboundary water cooperation.4 This paper explores the possible contributions of the UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes5 (UNECE Water Convention), to enhancing Asian transboundary water resources cooperation, with particular attention to China.
Asia is home to more than 50 major transboundary waters that support essential economic, environmental and cultural needs and demands across a vast and populous region.6 With less freshwater per capita than any other continent, burgeoning population growth, and the adverse impacts arising from climate change,
